Europmsehes Patentemi 
^pjl European Patent Office 

Office europeert des brevets 



lllllllllllllll 

(H) EP 1 217 565 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



) Date of publication A3- 
12.11.2003 Bulletin 2003/46 



(43) Date of publication AS. 

28.06.2002 Bulletin 2002/28 



(21) Application number: 01310260.3 

(22) Data of filing: 07.12,2001 



(51) imci7- G06F 17/80. H04N 7/173, 
H04B 7/185, H04L 12/56, 
H04L 29/06 



(84) Designated Contracting Slates: 


» Conti, Silvia 


AT BE CH CY D£ DK ES R FR G8 OR IE IT U LU 


6900 Lugano (CH) 


m HI PT SE TR 


• Gulfl, Enrico 


Designated Extension States: 


6987 Caslan© (CH) 


AL LT LV MK RO SI 




(74) Represeniative: Eseii, Jonathan Itfark 


(30) Priority: 15.12.2000 US 738390 


Eiklngtor) & Fife 




Prospect House 


(71) Applicant: The Fantastic Corporation 


8 Pembroke Road 


6301 Zug (CH) 


Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1XR (QB) 


(72) inventors: 




• Salurso, Marfanna 




6990 Caseins d'Agno (CH) 





(54) Computer implemented method and system for negotiating broadcast of a programme 
content 



(57) A method and system for booking and sched- 
uling requests for broadcast of programmes by a station 
in which a request has al least a programme time dura- 
tion and required minimum broadcast bandwidlh and 
the station has a fixed bandwidth broadcast capability. 
A schedule Is maintained of programmes that have been 
booked for broadcast, each booked programme having 
a date of broadcast, time for broadcast, time duration 
and broadcast bandwidth and the request is checked 
against the schedule of the booked programmes for 
availability of the requested minimum bandwidth for the 
lime duration of the request. The request also can con- 
tain a specified time and date for the broadcast If the 
request can be satisfied a notice of acceptance is sent 
and if it cannot, advice is given of this and a listing of 
alternate nmes is provided at which the request can be 
satisfied. 
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